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Chapter 4 Review - Subtraction Strategies to 20 

 

1 - Count Back 1, 2 or 3 

You must be able to count backwards to use this strategy. 10, 9, 8, 7, 6, 5, 4, 3, 2, 1  
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2 - Use a Number Line to Subtract 

You must start at the first number in the sum, and jump back how many you want to 

subtract.  

In the exam, you must make the jumps on the number line, as well as writing the 

answer – you may be awarded a mark for each jump. 
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3 - Use Doubles to Subtract 

You must know your doubles facts to be able to use them for subtraction. 

1 + 1 = 2 2 + 2 = 4 3 + 3 = 6 4 + 4 = 8 5 + 5 = 10 

6 + 6 = 12 7 + 7 + 14 8 + 8 = 16 9 + 9 = 18 10 + 10 = 20 
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4 - Problem Solving – Write a Number Sentence 

Listen to the problem and decide what you need to subtract. Complete the sentence 

with the correct symbols for minus (-) and equals (=). Always show your working 

(the subtraction sentence) and write your final answer in the correct place. 

11 – 3 = 8         8 children 
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5 - Make 10 to Subtract 

You must know your friends to 10 to be able to use this strategy. 

1 + 9 = 10 2 + 8 = 10 3 + 7 = 10 4 + 6 = 10 5 + 5 = 10 

9 + 1 = 10 8 + 2 = 10 7 + 3 = 10 6 + 4 = 10 10 + 0 = 10 
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6 - Use Related Facts to Add and Subtract 

You must understand that every addition has 2 related subtractions. For the 

subtractions, always start with the biggest number. 
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7 - Fact Families 

Fact families are made up of three numbers that are related through addition and 

subtraction. In each family there are two addition sums, that equal the biggest 

number, and in the subtraction sums, you begin with the biggest number both times. 
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8 - Missing Addends 

You must know how fact families (no.7) work to be able to use this strategy. 
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